
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
    NB Power Community Liaison Committee (CLC) 

  

April 12, 2023 

Re:  NB Power Community Liaison Committee (CLC) Lower St. John River Hydro/Mactaquac – 
Meeting Summary 

The NB Power CLC met on March 23, 2023, 1-2 pm, at the Mactaquac station.  Municipal 
representatives attended from the City of Fredericton, Central York Rural Community, and 
Hanwell Rural Community.  

The meeting’s presentations were delivered using PowerPoint slides (see digital file attached to 
this memo).  During follow-up discussion, the following points of interest were made: 

-  It is too early to predict whether the spring freshet will result in flooding of the River this year.   

-  Current weather conditions are allowing for a slow snowmelt in the watershed. 

-  Power generation at the Mactaquac station was above normal over the winter months. 

-  There will be continued impacts to the traveling public as construction work proceeds with the 
Lifetime Achievement Project and with NBDTI upgrades to Route 105/Mactaquac Road where it 
crosses the structure.  It is unlikely that the road will be closed completely but significant delays 
will occur between now and the end of the 2023 construction season. 

-  Home and cottage owners along the shores of the headpond are encouraged to consult this link 
for announcements about water level fluctuations in the Mactaquac Lake through the summer    
https://www.nbpower.com/en/safety/dam-safety 

The message presented there will look like this: 

2023-03-29 12:30:45.25 

The Mactaquac headpond’s normal level is 132 feet. During dry conditions and when maintenance 
work and other operations occur, levels can fluctuate. At 130 feet we warn boaters and dock owners 
to take precautions to protect their properties from damage. But different levels can affect dock 
and boat owners differently depending on the river topography. The number above represents real 
time levels at the headpond. If you would like to receive email advisory notices when the water 
level may be lowered below 130 feet, please email Corporate Communications. 

The next meeting is scheduled for June22, 2023.    

Respectfully submitted by,  

Debby Peck 
Councillor, Ward 5 
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March 23, 2023 



Safety Message 



Safety Message:
Driving Safety  
It may be getting close to the end of winter driving season but don’t get too excited about spring yet. We must still survive our second least 
favorite time of the motoring year – Pothole Season.

Here are a few driving tips to keep you safe and your wheels round:

•Do not tailgate. Stay well back of the vehicle in front of you.

•It is always important to keep your vision high and not always looking downward at the road looking for potholes and debris. Use quick 
glances to look for dangers on the road surface.

•Stay focused on driving. Being distracted can make you miss seeing or reacting to wheel bending potholes.

•Keep two hands on the steering wheel at the 9 and 3 o’clock position. This gives you the best control to help steer around potholes.

•Do not swerve violently to miss a pothole. Any avoidance maneuvers should be done with smooth steering inputs.

•Be cognizant of oncoming traffic in the event you may want swerve into oncoming lanes to miss a pothole. If opposing traffic is busy, you 
are better off hitting a pothole rather than hitting oncoming traffic head on!

•Slow down on rough roads to give you a better chance to avoid any potholes. Higher speeds reduce reaction time and control.

•Slow down when you must drive through a pothole but get off the brakes just before encountering the pothole. This will reduce the load on 
the suspension and the impact force.

•Be careful with water filled potholes as this can mask how deep the hole is or what may be lurking.



Agenda 

• Welcome and Introduction (Bob Scott) 
• Safety Message (Bob Scott) 
• Approval of Agenda (All) 

• Review and approval of  meeting Minutes
• Business arising from the minutes 

• Mactaquac Lifetime Achievement Update (Krista MacDonald)
• Mactaquac Station Update (Liam O’Dell) 
• NB Power Corporate Update (Bob Scott)
• Community Update (All) 
• Discussion and Questions (All) 
• Adjournment 



March 2023

Mactaquac Life 
Achievement Project
Status Update



Major Project Milestones
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2023 Workplan

• Spill capacity study - Complete
• Fish Passage Detail Design - Started
• Environmental Impact Assessment -

Registration
• Contracting Strategy - Completion
• Final Project Scope - Completion
• T&G Procurement Activities – Start
• General Civil procurement - Start
• Capital Approval - Preparation & Submission
• Labour strategy - Completion 
• Design Development





Thank you
Merci
Woliwon



MACTAQUAC G.S.
STATION UPDATE

Liam O’Dell, P. Eng.

Hydro Technical Superintendent



Station Update

• HYDRO GENERATION
• OPERATIONS
• PRE-FRESHET (CURRENT CONDTIONS)



Station Update 
HYDRO GENERATION  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOTES	* Sisson generation is dispatched to optimize storage lake usage to supplement river flows.
 
For comparison:
April 2021 Current Month Total Hydro was 104% of normal energy: Projected Year-end was 101% of normal energy. Mqy 2020 Current Month Total Hydro was 100% of normal energy: Projected Year-end was 101% of normal energy. May 2019 Current Month Total Hydro was 100% of normal energy: Projected Year-end was 98% of normal energy.




Station Update
UNIT AVAILABILITY UPDATE

• Milltown – 4 units available.  Still scheduled for full decommissioning July / 2023. 

• Mactaquac – All units are available.  Next scheduled outage is on Unit #3 - June / 2023 – Governor & Exciter 
upgrade.    

• Beechwood – All units available.    

• Tobique Narrows – Unit 1 is available.  Unit #2 is currently off line for major refurbishment project.  Scheduled to 
be back in service mid April / 2023.

• Grand Falls – All units are available except Unit #3 which is currently off line for its pre-freshet maintenance outage.  
Scheduled back in service March 24 / 2023.    

• Sisson – Unit is currently generating as per our Tobique Storage Lake drawdown procedure.  

• Nepisiguit Falls – 2 units available, Unit 1 off line for refurbishment.



Station Update 

• This past Fall/Winter we experienced above normal river flows which has led to increased generation for 
NB Power Hydro.  December was 176% LTA; January was 185% LTA and February finished at 120% LTA.  
Current Year End Prediction is 117% LTA.    

• DTI is continuing work on the approach channel bridge.  The road has been limited to 1 lane to facilitate 
the repairs and as per GNB 511 website, this restriction will be in effect until November 30 / 2023. 

• All NB Power Hydro Stations are currently preparing for this year's freshet.  Snow Surveys,  Ice 
Observations, spill gate testing,  procedural reviews are just some of the focus work taking place.

• Tobique Storage Lake Drawdown is continuing and on schedule to be completed by the end of March.  
These Storage lakes (Sisson, Trouser, Long and Serpentine) are all located in the upper basin and drain 
into the Tobique river.  The water is used to supplement typically low winter river flows to allow for 
additonal Hydro generation at our Tobique Narrows, Beechwood and Mactaquac Generating Stations.          



Current Conditions
SNOW SURVEYS



Current Conditions
RIVER OBSERVATIONS – NBP DRONE



Current Conditions
WEATHER OUTLOOK

• The current 10-day Forecast is looking ideal 
with seasonal temperatures and very little 
liquid precipitation.  This will allow for the 
gradual compaction and melt of the snowpack.     



Bob Scott
Director, Government Relations & 

Stakeholder Engagement 

NB Power Corporate Update 



Corporate Update

• Lori Clark Appointed President and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of NB Power  

• NB Power Participates in Home Show’s 
across the province 

• AMI Update
• EUB 



Community Update



Adjournment

Next Meeting: Thursday, June 22, 2023  



Thank you
Merci 
Woliwon
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